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State Inspectors to Check lowa State Fair Midway Games

DES MOINES, IOWA - Inspectors from the lowa Department of Inspections and
Appeals (DIA) will conduct a walk-through of the lowa State Fair midway at 1 p.m., Thursday,
August 9. Inspectors will be checking the amusement concession games to make sure that they
are fair and honest. Representatives from the lowa Department of Public Safety (IDPS) will
accompany DIA inspectors on the midway walk-through.

DIA inspectors yearly conduct checks of all games of skill or games of chance at the
lowa State Fair. State regulators make sure the object of each game is attainable and possible for
the average person to perform under the rules of the game. Additionally, inspectors make sure
that the rules of the game are clearly posted, the base cost to play each game does not exceed $3,
and that all prizes are awarded in merchandise.

State law does not require that lowans can win each game at a fair or carnival. However,
the games must be fair and the results must be attainable by the average individual without the
assistance of special skills or devices.

The Department’s Social and Charitable Gambling Unit is responsible for licensing and
regulating all amusement concession games — such as those at the lowa State Fair — as well as
bingo operations, raffles, annual game nights, and registered amusement devices. State law
enforcement officials are responsible for enforcing lowa’s social and charitable gambling laws.
State officials will periodically visit the midway during this year’s State Fair to make sure that
the carnival operators are adhering to all licensing requirements.
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Note to Media Representatives: Media representatives may join DIA representatives on the
traditional State Fair midway inspection. DIA staff will meet at 1 p.m. Thursday, August 9, in
front of the Administration Building. For more information about the midway inspection, please
contact David Werning at (515) 281-7376, or by e-mail at David.Werning@dia.iowa.gov.
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